
School District of Black River Falls

School Board Policy 456

Student Assistance Program

The Black River Falls School District recognizes that the use of alcohol and other drugs,
and the problems associated with it, are becoming increasingly commonplace in society.
The district recognizes that in many instances a person's misuse or abuse of alcohol or
other drugs can lead to illnesses of alcoholism and other chemical dependencies.
However, if the use is identified early and treated appropriately, treatment is usually more
successful.

The School District of Black River Falls also recognizes that the misuse or abuse of
alcohol and other drugs often precedes more severe dependencies.  At some point an
individual's use of alcohol or other drugs may be deemed destructive to him/herself or
others, causing problems in his/hers or other's daily lives.  Where the capacity to make
responsible decisions regarding alcohol and other drug use has been reduced or
compromised, prompt and appropriate attention can help the vast majority of individuals
involved.

The district regards alcohol and other drug abuse, addiction or dependency as it does any
other behavioral/medical problem.  The district's primary purpose, although appropriate
disciplinary action shall be taken, is to be helpful, not judgmental in dealing with these
problems.

The School District of Black River Falls recognizes that students often need education
and assistance because a person significant to them is afflicted with chemical
dependency, or because they require support in their own decisions not to use or abuse
alcohol or other drugs.  Since chemical dependency is frequently preceded by the abuse
of alcohol and other drugs, the district wishes to provide education and assistance to any
student displaying the signs of such harmful involvement.

The School District of Black River Falls believes that along with parents/guardians and
other segments of the community, the district has a role to play in helping students to
make responsible decisions about the use of alcohol and other drugs.  The district's role in
dealing with chemical use is one of education/prevention, intervention/referral/aftercare
and discipline.  In order to provide the student population with effective alcohol and other
drug abuse education, intervention and referrals for treatment and rehabilitation, the
district shall coordinate its efforts with appropriate state and local alcohol and other drug
abuse, health and law enforcement agencies.



LEGAL REF.:  Sections 118.125 Wisconsin Statutes
    118.126
    118.24 (2) (f)
    118.257
    120.13 (1)
    125.02 (8m)
    125.037
    125.09 (2)

 Chapter 161

CROSS REF.:  456-Rule, Student Assistance Program Guidelines and Procedures
 456-Exhibit (1), Student Assistance Program Referral Form
 456-Exhibit (2), Notification of Student Assistance Program Referral
 341.51, Teaching About Alcohol and Other Drugs
 443.4, Student Alcohol and Other Drug Abuse
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